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For Immediate Release
Pinnacle Products Provide Critical Link for Consumers to Enjoy Video on Sony PSP, Video iPod

LAS VEGAS, Nev., CES Booth # 35776, South Hall 4, 01/03/2006 - The proliferation of portable, multi-purpose entertainment devices is a key underpinning of consumer electronics in 2006.  The Pinnacle Studio™ family of home video editing products bridges the gap between widely available hardware devices and the limited supply of digital content by its enhanced support for MPEG-4 files. 

Studio version 10.2, the latest enhancement of Pinnacle’s flagship home video editing product line, is expected to be available in a limited pre-release in January.  Additionally, the company’s latest PCTV™ products that are also scheduled to be available in January also add capability to export recorded TV shows to Sony PSP and Apple video iPod for consumers to enjoy for personal use.

The consumer market is buzzing with excitement over portable devices such as Sony’s PlayStation Portable and Apple’s video iPod, yet the supply of video content available for consumers to truly realize those products’ potential is limited.  To meet that growing need, Pinnacle Studio v.10.2 makes it easy for consumers to create video files that are compatible with portable devices, such as Sony’s PlayStation Portable (PSP) or Apple’s video iPod, by selecting an export preset for that device.

A Forrester Research Inc. report from May 2005 titled US Online Marketing Forecast: 2005 To 2010” cites that an increased adoption of broadband, as well as greater awareness and availability of online video will likely increase digital content substantially, but could take as long as five years.

“Why wait?  The lack of widespread, purchasable video content in a usable format does not have to be a roadblock,” said Jeff Hastings, general manager for Pinnacle Systems.  “Given the growth of digital capture devices, personal images and videos created, consumers do actually have content at their finger tips.  They just need an easy way to enhance and transform their content for easy viewing and sharing with family and friends.”

Additional Forrester Research from October 2005 titled “Apple Kick-Starts a Legal Video Download Market” cites Apple’s success with podcasts serves as an indicator of the rise of personal media, specifically, video podcasts as a distribution channel for personal video content.

“If people take the time to create top-notch videos or slide shows, then the next logical step is making sure we can help them also view and share their results in an environment of their choice,” continued Hastings.  “By staying in step with the larger consumer industry, Pinnacle can continue to expand the boundaries of video editing to help consumers do more with their digital content.”

About Pinnacle Studio

The Studio family helps both beginners and advanced video enthusiasts streamline home video editing with an easy to follow three step process - ‘Capture, Enhance, and Share.’ Individuals can determine how much finesse to apply to any given project with a range of additional features, including full HD editing.

Studio version 10.2 is scheduled to be widely available in February and existing Studio version 10.0 users can download a free update at that time.  All Pinnacle products can be purchased in the U.S. through the Pinnacle Systems website (www.pinnaclesys.com) and major retailers such as Best Buy,Circuit City, CompUSA, and Fry's Electronics.  Studio products are also available at e-tailers such as Amazon.com, Dell.com and TigerDirect.com.  Pricing for Studio software starts at $69 USMSRP.
About Pinnacle Systems, Inc. 

Pinnacle Systems, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Avid Technology, Inc., is an industry leader in providing a complete set of home video editing tools for the consumer market.  The company’s product lines, including PCTV™, Dazzle®, Pinnacle ShowCenter™, Pinnacle Studio MediaSuite™, and its flagship Pinnacle Studio™ line, cover the needs and requirements of everyone from entry-level to intermediate and advanced video storytellers.  Pinnacle Systems has received nine prestigious Emmy® Awards for its technical innovations and carries the commitment to help consumers enhance, preserve and share their memories with ease.  For more information, visit www.pinnaclesys.com.
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